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There’s a new religion in town

Unitarian Universalists strive for merger of many religions

By Brian Lothridge

QOlean Times Herald

OLEAN — The world is
full of different belief sys-

- tems, each with different
* paths to spiritual truth.

But an emerging group in
Olean seeks to develop a
community where people of
all religious backgrounds can
unite and support each other
in their spiritual journey.

The Olean Unitarian

Universalist Community is

developing an opeén-minded,
free-thinking spiritual con-

* gregation that unites

Christians, Jews, Buddhists,
Muslims, Hindus, Pagans,
Atheists, Agnostics and oth-
ers. The group will be part of
over 1,000 Unitarian-
Universalist congregations in
the United States and
abroad.

“It's basically a group of
people who want to learn
from everybodyand form a
spiritual community based
on that kind of open jsav_h
for truth,” said organize
Anna Bush. “There’s no

Public talks

“est, The events will be on

the second Sunday of

‘each month through

- December. All evenfs will
be heldinthe Qlean

" Public Library at 2 p.m.

The following is a sched-
ule of topics: ;

p» Oct. 11 — “AFree-
Thinking Faith: What's in it
for UU?" featuring speak-
er Rev. Tim Bancroft -

» Nov. 8 — “Ecology,
Justice and Compassion”

» Dec. 13 — “For Every
Thing, There is a Season”

creed. There’s no, “You
must.”

The group is holding a
speaking series at the Olean
Public Library on the second
Sunday of every month

beginning Oct. 11 at 2 p.m.
The first %alk, entitled 3 A
Free-thinking Faith; What's
In it For UU?” will be given
by Tim Bancroft of the
Hornell-Alfred Unitarian
Universalist Society.
Unitarian Universalism
is based on seven princi-
ples. They are: The inherent
worth and dignity of every
person; justice, equity and
compassion in human rela-
tions; acceptance of one
another and encouragement
to spiritual growth in our
congregations; a free and
responsible search for truth
and meaning; the right of
conscience and the use of
the democratic process
within our congregations
and in society at large; the
goal of world community
with peace, liberty and jus-
tice for all; and respect for
the interdependent web of
all existence of which every-
one is a part.
The Olean congregation
will be part of the St.
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